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would be restored to Baroda, but the whole affair was in
a tangle, and the Resident, in writing to the Government
of Bombay (loth December 1859), observes that *it had
not been decided by the Government of India what
eventually the position of Okhamandal was to be with
reference to the Gackwar and the British Government'.1
The Secretary of State also felt the difficulty. Me was in
doubt whether the cession to the British Government was
for the period of the operations only, or whether *His
Highness has been induced permanently to place the
district at our disposal subject to such future arrange-
ments as may be determined by the British Government',2
and the Resident declared bluntly that the Gackwar's
managers, the Political Agent, the Resident, and the
Gaekwar had all been placed in a fiilse position by the
system that had been in force. Although the immediate
question at issue was whether Okhamandal should be
placed under the control of the Political Agent in Kathia-
war, or under the Resident at Baroda, there was no doubt
that, as already mentioned, the existence of a dual control
had to some extent paralysed the administration. 1 Even-
tually it was decided that His I lighness should equip and
maintain a body of 300 men under the command of
European officers, and that: these officers should be subor-
dinate to the Resident. It appeared, therefore, that the
British Government had decided to retain a limited con-
trol of Okhamandal on behalf of the Maharaja, who,
however, was to have an agent for the general administra-
tion of the district.

The orders seem to have been vague and to have given
rise to a great deal of misunderstanding- At first Captain
Barton was in sole command, but when the new arrange-
ment came into force and Major Johnstone was appointed,
the Resident told him that he would have political and

1 Okhamandal Selections* Part I, p. 80.                                 a Ibttl., p. 82.